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A message from 
Superintendent Rothlin

Dear Chehalis Patrons:
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 

the voters of Chehalis for supporting the Chehalis 
School District’s bond election February 10.

As you know, the District will build a new 
grades 3-5 elementary school on the 43-acre 
parcel of land donated by the Gail Shaw family 

located next to the Chehalis Middle School. A new wing, to serve 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade students, will also be built onto 
Olympic Elementary School, along with renovations to the rest of 
the building. The plans for the new school and Olympic addition/
renovations will also include street improvements to accommodate 
additional traffic flow on 20th Street.

So, what’s next and when will everything start to happen? We are 
eager to roll up our sleeves and begin the planning and preparation 
work to make this dream a reality. The process for building a new 
school and adding a new wing on to an existing school does take 
time. As of the writing of this message, the District is busy selecting 
an architect for these projects. Then, on to preparing building plans 
and hiring contractors. 

When will the building of the new school actually start and 
when will it be completed? Right now, the plan is to break ground 
for the new school in July 2016. We’d like it to be done before 
school starts in September 2017, but more likely everything will be 
up and ready for occupancy in January 2018. 

What about the new wing on Olympic and the rest of the 
renovations that need to be done to the older part of that 
building? It is yet to be determined when we can start on the new 
wing at Olympic. Ideally, we’d like to move our 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders into the new school in Fall of 2017, then complete the 
work that needs to be done in the older parts of Olympic before 
moving any students in.  

So, when would our kindergartners, 1st and 2nd graders move into 
the “new” Olympic? Hopefully, after Winter Break - January 2018.

Lastly, people are wondering what will happen to Cascade and 
R.E. Bennett. As previously indicated to our patrons, the District 
will make an effort to find a new owner, especially one that 
will keep the auditorium and gym at R.E. Bennett available for 
community use.

Hopefully, all will go as planned. We will keep our parents, 
students, staff and community updated throughout the process.

Sincerely,
Ed Rothlin, Superintendent
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Thank you Chehalis voters!

Highly Capable nomination 
window is May 1-21

The Chehalis School District provides services for 
Highly Capable students who exhibit high capability in 
intellectual and/or creative areas, possess an unusual 
leadership capacity, or excel in specific academic fields, 
thereby requiring services beyond the basic programs 
provided by schools.

At the elementary school level, highly capable services 
include placement in classrooms with teachers who 
have been trained in differentiating instruction for highly 
capable learners. At the middle and high school levels, 
Honors, Advanced Placement and College in the High 
School offerings help support student needs.

If you know of a student who may be Highly Capable, 
you may nominate them using the nomination form, 
available in school offices or on the Chehalis School 
District web site, www.chehalisschools.org. Nominations 
will be accepted May 1-21, 2015. The District 
Multidisciplinary Selection Committee will notify parents of 
the nominations and obtain written permission for further 
assessment. Chehalis School District students who are 
currently identified as Highly Capable do not need to be 
tested again.

Thank you Chehalis voters who supported the February 
10 bond election with 62.4% approval! 



AN UPDATE ON OUR

Student Achievement Initiative

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 » A COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS 
COMMITTEE is working to establish 
a college-aware culture in order to 
create graduates who are informed, 
eligible, and prepared for post-
secondary education. Teachers 
display their college emblems in 
their classrooms and students and 
teachers wear college apparel to 
school on designated days. As early as 
kindergarten, parents and teachers are 
promoting college awareness. 

 » ONE OF THE DISTRICT’S 
BENCHMARKS FOR SUCCESS is to 
increase the number of students 
receiving the College Bound 
Scholarship. By June of 2014, 100% 
of eligible eighth graders had already 
applied for the College Bound 
Scholarship, compared to only 66% of 
eligible eighth graders in 2013. 

 » INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP 
TEAMS have been formed in each 
school to guide the development of 
these new habits.  

 » THE DISTRICT has increased its 
use of data to better track student 
progress and achievement. In 
addition, the BERC Group is tracking 
student data to determine how 
many Chehalis students attend and 
graduate from college.

 » BERC STAFF trained district leaders 
and teachers in Powerful Teaching 
and Learning, instructional practices 
emphasizing building effective 
instructional habits through peer 
observation, discussion, and reflection. 

In 2013, the District set forth a vision to increase student achievement by improving instructional 
practices in the classroom, modernizing those instructional practices and preparing students for 
careers and college. For guidance and support in meeting these goals, Chehalis School District 
partnered with The BERC Group, an educational evaluation, research, and consulting firm.

 » CASCADE ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS participated in a Young 
Author’s Workshop and shared 
their writing with classmates.



Through the tireless efforts of parents 

and staff, nearly 100% of students in 

both the Class of 2018 and 2019 who 

are eligible to receive the College Bound 

Scholarship, free college tuition paid for 

by the state, signed up to pursue their 

dream of attending college. 

In February, Chehalis School District 

received an award from the Office of 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

(OSPI) for being among the top-

performing districts in the state in terms 

of preparing students to take advantage 

of this opportunity.

The College Bound Scholarship is 

designed to inspire and encourage 

Washington middle school students 

from low-income families to prepare for 

and pursue postsecondary education. 

The early commitment of state funding 

for tuition is intended to alleviate the 

financial barriers preventing students 

from considering college as a possibility. 

In order to be eligible for the scholarship, 

students must sign up by June 30 of 

their 8th grade year. The scholarship 

covers the average college tuition, 

some fees, and a small book 

allowance. 
Research shows that nearly ¾ 

of available jobs will require post-
secondary education by 2016. 
Efforts to teach life skills, such 
as tenacity, time management 
and perseverance, begin with the 
district’s youngest students. 

Rachel Dorsey, Assistant Principal 
for Teaching and Learning, says the 
focus on career and college has 
really paid off. “The students are 
much more aware,” she said. “They 
really understand the opportunity in 
front of them and know what they 
need to do to achieve it.”

“Research shows that nearly ¾ of 

available jobs will require post-

secondary education by 2016.” 

College  Bound Scholarship 

information can be found 

online at: 

www.readysetgrad.org/

college/college-bound-

scholarship-program 
Students take the College Bound 
pledge by agreeing to:

 » Graduate from a Washington 
high school with a GPA of 2.0  
or higher. 

 » Be a good citizen and not be 
convicted of a felony. 

 » Apply to an eligible college and 
submit the Free Application for 
Federal State Aid (FAFSA) to 
determine income eligibility.

THE COLLEGE 
BOUND PLEDGE

C H E H A LI S  S T U D E N T S  A R E

College Bound
Chehalis students are setting their sights on college in a big way.

Naviance Career & College Website
Chehalis students are using the Naviance career and college web site to 
explore potential career and college opportunities, learn how to prepare 
for the path they choose, including taking career interest surveys and 
assessments to help them plan ahead. Learn more: www.naviance.com.
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SCHOOL NEWS

 » OLYMPIC ELEMENTARY While healthy eating can be 
a challenge for kids and parents, 4th and 5th grade 
students at Olympic Elementary School used their 
creativity and culinary skills to make healthy, after-
school snacks with the help of Sodexo’s 2015 Future 
Chefs Challenge.  
 
Fifty-two elementary school students submitted 
healthy, after-school snack recipes and the twelve best 
were selected to participate in the finals event. Finalists 
prepared and presented their creations before being 
assessed on criteria including originality, taste, ease 
of presentation, kid friendliness and use of healthy 
ingredients. Finalists and winners included Addison 
Alexander, Savannah Cline, Savannah Hawkins, Kyler 
Hinton (Winner - Fun Food), Heidi Jones, Passion Luna, 
Hunter Lutman (Winner - Kid Friendly), Allie Morrison, 
Nathan Morrison (Winner - Health Conscious) Kaylie 
Morrow, Kambriah Simper, and Ellie Wilson (Winner 
- Judge’s Choice, Grand Prize, entered into regional 
competition).

 » W.F. WEST STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math) 
staff and students 
spent the day with 
Olympic Elementary 5th 
graders on February 
20 engaging in STEM 
learning activities. 

 » R.E. BENNETT 
STUDENTS celebrated 
Read Across America 
Day with a special Dr. 
Seuss themed assembly, 
an all-school “Read-In” 
and a parade of book 
characters. Leading up to the event, nearly two dozen 
guest readers (parents, community members, and 
school board members,) visited the school during the 
month of February to read a favorite book of their 
own to the students. 

 » OLYMPIC ELEMENTARY’S fourth grade music program.


