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LEARNERS TODAY. LEADERS TOMORROW.

A MESSAGE FROM 
Superintendent Rothlin

Dear Chehalis Patrons,

The 2013-14 school year is well 

underway with students and staff deeply 

immersed in learning and teaching. As you 

know, in Chehalis we take great pride in being a leader in STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculum and 

we are working to expand our efforts in that area even further, 

especially at the middle school level. This year, our middle school 

students have access to Math tutors and seventh graders will 

complete a Robotics unit. In addition, our middle school teachers 

will be supported by a curriculum expert in Math. This next 

summer, July 7 through August 15, middle school students will 

have the opportunity to participate in a Summer Math Academy. 

You have probably heard about the latest addition to W.F. 

West’s Science lab (we are pretty excited about it!). Our new 

state-of-the-art scanning electron microscope is the first of its 

kind installed in a high school.

 Over the summer, 80 students participated in a STEM 

Academy in partnership with Centralia College to gain hands-

on experience in Robotics, Engineering and Molecular Genetics, 

all in an advanced Science lab. This unique opportunity was 

sponsored by a grant from the Chehalis Foundation, which 

has been extremely fortunate to benefit from the generosity 

of patrons in our community. I am so thankful to work in a 

community that values education and places importance on the 

success of children. I like to call them leaders-to-be, and I have 

great confidence that we are preparing our future leaders with 

the tools they will need to be successful in our ever-changing 

world.

Another component of ensuring success for our students 

is providing a safe environment in which they can learn. Our 

Board of Directors is reviewing district facilities needs and is 

looking ahead to determine how to best meet student safety 

and learning needs through facilities updates and maintenance. 

Watch for more info coming soon!

Sincerely,

Ed Rothlin, Superintendent

District initiates review 
process to improve 
instructional program

The Chehalis School District is committed to providing the best 
instructional programs for its students. In an effort to advance 
programs and support district staff with the increasing demands 
in education, the District has contracted with the Baker Evaluation 
Research Consulting (BERC) Group for a comprehensive school review. 
The BERC Group will review the district’s instructional practices and 
provide feedback in current areas of strength and opportunities for 
growth. The Chehalis Foundation is supporting this effort by paying 
for this consultation.  BERC is currently observing classrooms and 
conducting interviews with teachers, staff, parents, and students.

“In Chehalis, we strive for excellence,” said Superintendent Ed 
Rothlin. “We feel we’re doing a good job now, but we are not afraid to 
ask the tough questions and continue to grow as a district. This review 
will help us assess what areas we need to focus on in the future.”

The final report will be delivered to the district after the first of the 
new year.

Front row kids - left to right - Allen Lewis, Aubrey Prigmore, Bethany 
Singleton, Braden and Brody Sayers. Back row staff - Michelle Hall-
Fontenette (driver), Dale Dunham (Asst. Director), Dennis Norman 
(driver), Lionel Pinn, (Director), Laura Miller (driver), Paige Read 
(driver), Ariane Withers (driver)

School Bus Safety
Kindergarteners received awards for exemplary ridership on the bus 
at the Nov. 19 Board Meeting. Pictured with their bus drivers and 
district transportation directors.
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Welcome new staff!

CASCADE NEW STAFF - front left to right 
Charlotte Shields (1st grade), Teena Cole (K), 
Michele Schultz (K), Kimberly McVay (K) back left 
to right - Jamie Smith (pre-school), Maria Dahlin 
(K), Stan Noteboom (1st grade)

CHEHALIS MIDDLE SCHOOL - Jordan Falk 
(Educational Support Classroom), Melanie 
Foxglove (Educational Support Classroom/
Math/Reading)

W.F. WEST - Adam Campagna, Band 
Director, Music Instructor

GREEN HILL 
ACADEMIC SCHOOL 
- Gary Parks, English

REB left to right - Tracy Tak (2nd grade), Shannon Ashmore-
Sayers (2nd grade), Serena Norman (3rd), Lindsey Buttrey (3rd)

Congratulations
25-year employees!

This fall, the Chehalis School District recognized Lisa Hurd and Tim 
Touhey for 25 years of service and dedication. Pictured, left to right: 
Assistant Superintendent Mary Lou Bissett; Lisa Hurd, 3rd grade 
teacher, R.E. Bennett; Tim Touhey, Principal, Green Hill Academic 
School/Lewis Co. Juvenile Detention; and Superintendent Ed Rothlin.

W.F. WEST - Allison Geeslin, 

English/Language Arts

    Rana Justice                            Cathleen Brune                         Christina Sipe                          Pam Resendiz                           Megan Bunker

     Patty Flores                               Marti Buck                                Tyson Hunt                        Marianne Lapastora                    Donna Bouchard  

Chehalis-Centralia Student Support Cooperative Staff

OLYMPIC 
ELEMENTARY -
 Katie Blankinship, 
5th grade teacher.
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W.F. West teacher Sue Ardington traveled 
with 12 other American teachers to India for a 
five week study abroad program.  The program 
was sponsored jointly by the U.S. Department 
of Education and the United States India 
Educational Foundation (New Delhi, India). The 
United States and India are working together 
through the Fulbright Hays Program and 
other programs to strengthen international 
collaboration and build partnerships between 
these two countries that promote education 
and development.

The USIEF pulled out “all the stops” for the 
group of American educators. The teachers 
studied the religious history and modern 
day religious pluralism of India with world 
renowned professors in South Asian studies at 
Berkeley before departing for India and with 
experts as part of the field study experience. 
Her group traveled throughout India spending 
five to six days in and around each major city 
visited; Delhi, Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyderabad, 
Madurai, Kolkata, and Agra. You could find 
Mrs. Ardington and her colleagues at Hindu 
temples, Sikh gurdwaras, Muslim mosques 
and madrassas, as well as alongside the banks 

of the sacred Ganges meeting with families 
saying final goodbyes to a loved one.

Mrs. Ardington reports that the program 
and India were unforgettable; glorious, 
intense, surprising and at times overwhelming. 
The American teachers attended concerts 
and dance recitals, talked and worked with 
professional men and women in NGO’s 
(non-governmental organizations) who were 
working to care for and educate the children 
of prostitutes in the inner cities and children 
from the slums who were removed from 
abusive homes, and spent time in the homes of 
a variety of families. What did Mrs. Ardington 
enjoy the most? Interacting with students and 
teachers in a wide variety of school settings. 
She saw top flight International Baccalaureate 
high schools who send most of their students 
to American universities compared with the 
village school where most children walk to 
school barefoot and sit on the floor working 
problems on slate boards. The children at all 
levels were eager to receive the education that 
was being offered and they represent the hope 
for the nation’s future – seeing their faces was 
just as grand as the sunrise over the Taj Mahal!

Veterans’ Day 
programs

Veterans’ Day is celebrated 

every year in all of the schools 

in Chehalis. Chehalis students 

participated in some wonderful 

Veterans Day Programs - 

pictured are a few. The annual 

candlelighting ceremony at W.F. 

West High School. Student and 

community speakers, along 

with patriotic student music 

performances, at Chehalis 

Middle School. And, Olympic 

Girl Scouts in uniform, along 

with guest speaker, Pat 

Swanson.

W.F. West teacher brings new perspectives to her 
classroom thanks to unforgettable summer experience

Students are winners in 
county poster contest

Congratulations to our Fire Prevention Poster 
Award Winners! Erin Jensen is the Lewis County 4th 
grade champion. Lila Foley is the Lewis County 5th 
grade Champion, as well as the Lewis County Grand 
Champion for grades 4–6.
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W.F. West Student, Cameron Shorey, 
delivering fresh greens to Superintendent 
Rothlin from 16th Street Greens (also 
pictured Educational Paraprofessional, 
David Perreira).

Baby Bearcats preschool students showing off their Halloween costumes 
while trick or treating. Also pictured, W.F. West students and Educational 
Paraprofessional, Laura Hylton.

District staff named Fellows
Chehalis teachers Stefany Donahue 

and Lindsey Petersen have been named 
Washington State Common Core 
Fellows Teacher Leaders by the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
the ESD Regional Coordinators. These 
teachers will be trained as leaders in the 
district to support their peers as schools 
transition to implementation of the 
Common Core Standards.

English Language Arts Fellow Stefany Donahue (left), 4th grade teacher at Olympic.
Math Fellow Lindsey Petersen, 2nd grade teacher at R E. Bennett.


