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Dear Chehalis Patrons:

Can you believe 
the first semester 
of the 2016-17 
school year is almost 
done? The time 
is passing quickly 

as we continue our important work 
in classrooms with our Student 
Achievement Initiative (IMPROVE 
- MODERNIZE - PREPARE). In this 
Winter 2017 newsletter, you will find 
updated information regarding these 
instructional goals.

You will also see that we are not 
only building two new elementary 
schools, but are also adding a new STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) Wing to W.F. West High School, 
which was funded through a state grant.

UPDATE ON FACILITIES
Even though you haven’t seen a lot 

of work being done at the building 

site, work has been progressing toward 
building our community two new 
elementary schools. We’ve completed 
all the preliminary site tests that were 
required and McGranahan Architects 
drew up plans for our two beautiful 
new buildings. Bids went out to hire 
the general contractor in November 
and the bids were opened during 
Winter Break. For results, go to  
www.chehalisschools.org. We expect 
groundwork to begin in January 2017 
(a groundbreaking is being planned). 
The Chehalis School Board also took 
action to name the schools after two 
notable Chehalins, Orin Smith and 
James Lintott. (You’ll also find out more 
about them in this newsletter.)

Information on the new STEM wing 
at W.F. West High High School can be 
found on the back of this newsletter. 
The request for bids has also gone out 
to hire a general contractor to build the 
design by James Hill, (W.F. West class 

of 1980) of KMB architects of Olympia. 
Ground work will also begin on this 
project in February 2017.

UPDATE ON STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT INITIATIVE

Thanks to the hard work of our 
students, parents and staff, the support 
of the Chehalis Foundation and our 
community, we are making exemplary 
progress on our Student Achievement 
Initiative, now in its fourth school year. 
IMPROVE, MODERNIZE AND PREPARE 
are the goals of our continued focus on 
improving and modernizing instructional 
practices and preparing all students in the 
Chehalis School District for meaningful 
careers and success in college. 

On the next page, you will see some 
of the elements and successes of our 
Student Achievement Initiative.

Sincerely,
Ed Rothlin, Superintendent

Kindergarten 
students visit  
Safety City

Did you know that the Washington  
Traffic Safety Commission’s Target Zero 
plan aims to end traffic deaths and serious 
injuries by 2030? One strategy towards this 
goal is community education. Safety City 
is a week-long annual event sponsored by 
the Washington  Traffic Safety Commission. 
Long-time community members will 
remember it being held for years at Lewis 
County Mall. Recently, it moved to the 
Centralia Police garage, and now it is being 
held at the SW Washington Fairgrounds.

Public school students, including 
Cascade kindergarteners, visit this 
miniature city on an annual basis to 

learn the rules of being safe pedestrians on 
streets, at intersections and near railroad 
tracks.



AN UPDATE ON OUR

Student Achievement Initiative
IMPROVE 

Instructional Practices in the Classroom

One element of this Initiative is having our educators 

participate in Learning Walks (watching live instruction) in 

classrooms in our own district and in neighboring districts. 

Teachers learn from watching each other and then reflecting 

on their own teaching practices. Every building now has 

Instructional Learning Teams. Over the past two years, the 

district has hired two instructional coaches - Katelyn Walsh has 

expertise in the area of Math - Ellen Davis has expertise in the 

area of English and Language Arts. Lessons are aligned with 
Powerful Teaching and Learning across the district. 71% of 
the classrooms observed across the district in the March 2016 
snapshot demonstrated lessons aligned with Powerful Teaching 
and Learning. This is up from 57% in 2014 and from a starting 
point of 36% in November 2013.

MODERNIZE

Use of Staff Development & Technology to 
Enhance Instructional Practices

The District continues its commitment to ensuring that 

teachers have better training and resources needed to enhance 

instructional practices. Teachers are integrating technology 

into teaching and learning. At the elementary schools, mobile 

computer labs are used every day. A team of 5th grade 

teachers have written Social Studies curriculum, aligned with 

state standards, using an interactive method through Google, 

which can be updated as needed instead having to wait on the 

traditional seven-year cycle. The School Board has committed to 

a structured annual replenishment schedule for technology.

PREPARE

Aware, Eligible and Prepared = Ready

Middle School Math 
Math skills are central to preparing students to be successful in 

careers and college. The school district informed the community 

two years ago that we were raising our middle school math goals 

for every student. 46% of 8th grade students at Chehalis Middle 
School are enrolled in Algebra this year. This is up from 32% in 

the 2014/2015 school year.

 » This past summer, middle school students voluntarily 

participated in a free summer Math Academy.  The Academy 
combines classroom learning with a field trip to apply the 
skills learned in a real world setting.  70 students attended for 
a week to learn about the Mathematics of Earthquakes; 75 
students attended for a week to learn about the Mathematics 
of Architecture; 90 students attended for a week to learn about 
Mathematics in Nature and 106 students spent a week learning 
about the Mathematics of Drones.    

 » Students who want to take higher level high school Science 
and Math courses need to take Algebra by the 8th grade. 

 » Smarter Balanced assessment in 2015-2016, showed 47.8% 
of 8th graders in the state passing the math test while 
Chehalis 8th graders achieved at a level of 50.2%. Our goal is 
for all students to pass.

STEM Education 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

 » W.F. West High School continues to offer STEM classes that 
are both preparing students for high-skill technical jobs and 
giving them a leg-up in college preparation. 

 » The third annual Summer STEM camp was offered at W.F. 
West High School. Students from the Southwest Washington 
region attended the “2016 Drone Zone.”

 » Robotics – The W.F. West Robotics team traveled to St. 
Louis to participate in the International competition after 
earning the chance to participate in the event.  The female 
members of the team represented W.F. West at the 2016 
Girls Generation Competition which focuses on empowering 
women in STEM fields.

College Bound Scholarship (CBS)
 The College Bound Scholarship is one way that academically 

and economically-eligible students can receive help to pay for 

college.   In 2016-2017, the Maximum CBS Award was $10,499 

for students attending the University of Washington, $10,260 

for students attending WSU and $4,300 for students attending a 

local community college.  Students who qualify must register for 

this scholarship during 7th or 8th grade in order to be eligible.   

College Advisors
With support from the Chehalis Foundation and Centralia 

College, three college advisors help Chehalis students. College 

advisors are at the Middle School and the High School, and 

Centralia College (CC) has added an advisor for whom half 

of their time is dedicated to helping W.F. West graduates 

attending CC. This Initiative is about making sure our students 

are ready for whatever path they take. The District is also taking 

greater responsibility for tracking our graduates once they have 

graduated.



This information is also available on the District’s website: 

www.chehalisschools.org
Or you can join our Key Communicators by emailing us: 

keycommunicators@gmail.com
Or follow us on Twitter @ChehalisSD or on Facebook.
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Student Achievement Initiative

CASCADE ELEMENTARY
 » Cathy Carney (PreSchool)
 » Rodora Gray (1st grade)
 » Linda Kallus (Kindergarten)
 » Hailee Karnofski (1st grade)
 » Erin Maddux (1st grade)
 » Joy Rakes (1st grade)

R.E. BENNETT ELEMENTARY
 » Donna Snellgrove (2nd 

grade)
 » Leslie Wood (2nd grade)

OLYMPIC ELEMENTARY
 » Caprice Johnson  

(4th grade)
 » Kelly Rasmussen  

(5th grade)

CHEHALIS MIDDLE SCHOOL
 » Jordan Duncan  

(Elective; Art)
 » Chris Johnson (SpEd)
 » Cathie Painter (SpEd)

W.F. WEST HIGH SCHOOL
 » Alison Clinton 

(Photography)
 » Emily Damschen (Science)
 » Kim Hollister (ASL/Voc)
 » Whitney Larimer (Math)
 » Cody Ray (Counselor)
 » Bailey Terpstra  

(Sports Med)

SPECIAL EDUCATION
 » Nathan Jaber (Transitions)
 » Sandy Jones (SLP)
 » Jamie Roundtree (Nurse)

GREEN HILL ACADEMIC
 » Sharette Giese (GenEd)
 » Yvonne Moseley (SpEd)

DISTRICT
 » Sean Hadaller (TOSA)

Welcome new staff!

Teacher Jill Peterson was one 
of 20 participants selected from 
a nationwide search to join the 
National Federation of the Blind for 
the 2016 NFB EQ Teacher Seminar 
this fall. The three-day STEM-
focused professional development 
workshop was for teachers who 
work with blind and low-vision high 
school students in STEM subjects. 
The National Federation of the Blind 
covered all of Peterson’s expenses to attend this conference 
in Baltimore, Maryland. Peterson learned about various tools 
and techniques that students who are blind and low-vision can 
use in the STEM classroom. Additionally, she was given the 
opportunity to learn more about how to support her students in 
STEM subjects. Jill is a teacher of the Visually Impaired.

Peterson named to 
national organization

Prepared for College
Thirty-four students participated in summer classes funded by 

the Chehalis Foundation at Centralia College this summer. The 
students who participated were highly successful, in fact, 13 of 
these students earned a perfect 4.0 in the summer 2016 class 
they took. This was an incredible opportunity for these scholars.

Beyond K-12
Every Chehalis Freshman and Sophomore was able to take 

the PSAT test. The Junior and Senior SAT score plays a big role 
in college admission. Taking the test in the earlier grades helps 
in two ways. It alerts students, parents and teachers where 
the student should focus their learning in coming years, plus, 
practicing the test now will help the students perform better 
when they are Seniors.

Fifty-one percent of W.F. West seniors graduated 4-year 
college eligible in 2016. This is up from 42% in 2014 and 38% 
in 2013.

Earlier this fall, approximately 200 students (juniors and 
seniors) visited a choice of seven different college campuses 
in our area (Clark, Digipen, Bates Technical Institute, WSU 
Vancouver, UPS, Saint Martins and PLU). These college visits 
were funded by the Chehalis Foundation Beyond K-12 Initiative.

Data from the National Student Clearinghouse shows that:
 » 34% of the students from the W.F. West class of 2014 are 

enrolled in college full-time; 5% are enrolled half-time; 9% 
are enrolled less than half-time; and 5% of the students 
from this class have graduated from college.  (53% total)

 » 24% of the students from the class of 2013 are enrolled 
in college full-time; 9% are enrolled half-time; 10% are 
enrolled less than half-time and 8% of the students from 
this class have graduated from college. (51% total). 

 » Data from the class of 2015 is not available, at this time.



In October 2016, the Chehalis School Board voted to 
name its new elementary schools after two Chehalins 
and products of Chehalis Schools - Orin Smith and James 
Lintott. Both went on to higher education, into the world of 
business and, from there, accomplished remarkable things.

Both Smith and Lintott believe that the foundation they 
received in Chehalis of a quality education and support from 
this community was an essential part of their success. They 
have contributed a great deal of time, thought and money 
back to Chehalis to help develop an even better educational 
foundation for young people in our community today.

About Orin Smith

Orin Smith was born in 
Ryderwood, Washington, in 
Cowlitz County, just west of 
Vader. The Smith family moved to 
Chehalis prior to Orin starting the 
1st grade. He graduated from W.F. 
West High School in 1960 in the 
top ten of his class. His academic 
track was “college preparatory” versus general studies. He 
not only did well in academics, earning him membership 
in the Honor Society, but he was also an athlete. Orin 
played Baseball and Basketball all four years as a Bearcat. 
He is proud to have played on the varsity Basketball Team, 
under Coach Tom Smith (W.F. West Hall of Fame recipient), 
winning the State Championship during his senior year. He 
was also a member of the “C” Club as Treasurer during 

his senior year. (The “C” Club was an honorary school 
organization for major athletic award winners of which the 
“supreme purpose” was to serve the students at W.F. West 
and to help with the purchasing of athletic equipment and 
operating the “Den” during athletic events.)  Fellow Bearcat 
Lowell Wood, Class of 1958, shares the following, “Orin 
Smith has been a special friend since the 1950s, more than 
60 years. His generosity is legend, and it is my pleasure to 
help recognize his many efforts for Chehalis schools and the 
City of Chehalis.” 

After high school, Orin went on to be top in his classes 
at Centralia College and the University of Washington in 
Seattle, where he earned his Bachelor Degree in Business 
Administration. From there, he graduated in the top 50 
from Harvard with a Master’s in Business Administration 
Program. He served as the State Budget Director under 
Governors Dixie Lee Ray and Booth Gardner. His career 
has included being the President and CEO of the Starbucks 
Corporation. Orin also served as a member of the Board of 
Regents at the University of Washington. During his tenure 
at Starbucks, the chain grew from 45 stores to almost 
10,000 in 33 countries across the globe. After retiring from 
Starbucks, Orin served on Board of Directors for several 
companies including Disney and Nike.

Orin thinks fondly of his boyhood schools and community 
and proudly states that the Class of 1960 is a tight-knit 
group with many friendships that have endured over the 
past 56 years. In addition to milestone reunions, he also 
attends the mini-reunions held by members of the Class of 

School board names new schools 
after two distinguished alumni

Rendering of one of the new elementary schools under construction.
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1960 every summer. 
“You could take the kid out of Chehalis...but you could 

never take Chehalis out of the kid,” said longtime Starbucks 
associate Anne McGonigle.

Mr. Wood feels it important that our community know that 
Orin has given significant gifts to the Vernetta Smith library 
fund, to Centralia College for the Mike Smith gymnasium, and 
to the Gail and Carolyn Shaw Aquatic Center.

About James Lintott

Jim Lintott graduated with 
honors from W.F. West High 
School in 1982 and was also in 
the Top Ten of his class. He was 
the ASB President in his senior 
year and won several awards for 
English, Science, Social Studies, 
Forensics and student leadership. 
At graduation, it was announced that Jim was the recipient 
of the Faculty Achievement Award. 

All four years as a Bearcat, Jim was very involved with 
the Forensics Program. 
Janelle Williams, longtime 
Chehalis teacher and 
Forensics Advisor, shares 
this about Jim, “When I 
met Ed Lintott, Jim’s older 
brother, one of Ed’s first 
comments to me was, 
“Wait until you meet my 
little brother.”  Jim was 
at that time a 7th grader. 
Over the years, I have found that these words of expectation 
were proven true over and over. Jim participated in debate 
camp as a 7th grader, even though there were no programs 
in the state yet for middle school Forensics. He worked hard, 
expected hard work from others, but always found time to 
enjoy his teammates and the program. The four years Jim 
was in high school were some of the most successful years 
of the team, and we had the largest team. Forensics was the 
first non-sport activity to be given a school letter because 
Jim had pushed for it in class and ASB meetings. Jim won 
the Erik Helppie Award, the top Forensics award in the state. 
Jim had several health concerns during those four years, 
and the team rallied around him.” Mrs. Williams also fondly 
recalls, “When nominations for Faculty Achievement Award 
winner were done, I told George Murdock, Principal at the 
time, that if Jim won, I would be giving the award speech at 
graduation. I did not ask to give it; I was determined I should 
give it. George informed me that I could indeed give it and 
that Jim was the only boy nominated that year.” Jim states, 
“Yes, that sounds like Mrs. Williams.”

After leaving Chehalis, Jim went on to Stanford University 
in California where he earned two Bachelor’s Degrees 

(Phi Beta Kappa) in economics and political science. Then 
at Stanford Law School, he went on to earn his Master’s 
Degree in applied economics and his Juris Doctorate (with 
distinction). He was also a senior editor of Stanford Law 
Review. His career positions have included Chief Financial 
Officer, Mergers and Acquisitions Specialist and Corporate 
Legal Counsel. He went on to co-found the Freedom 
Management Group based in Reston, Virginia, a company 
that helps its clients manage their wealth.

Mrs. Williams also shared, “Anyone who has a 
conversation of even just five minutes with Jim will discover 
two things about him. First, he will say that Chehalis is a 
great community with great schools, and, if a student thinks 
that being from a small town will hold him back in any 
way, he is wrong. Chehalis is a great starting place, and the 
whole world is out there and available, and the values of this 
community and the school district will help him/her achieve 
anything. Second, he will say that he will never be able to 
give back to the community and school nearly as much as he 
has received. His humility is readily apparent; his generosity 
is almost unmatched; his dedication to his home town is 

solid and secure.” To this 
day, Jim still specifically 
donates several times per 
year to the W.F. West 
Bearcat Forensics Program 
and keeps in touch with 
Mrs. Williams and asks 
how the community, 
school and Forensics 
program is going.

Their Legacy

Chehalis is never far from the thoughts and hearts of 
these two gentlemen. They have continued to give back to 
their hometown, the greater community of Chehalis, and 
our schools.

Today, Orin Smith and James Lintott are two of the principal 
donors to the Chehalis Foundation. This Foundation has 
donated more than $1.5 million in direct support of the 
Chehalis School District’s Student Achievement Initiative 
(Improve, Modernize, Prepare) to improve student achievement, 
modernize instructional practices, and prepare students for 
career and college. They also donate generously to the STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Program. 

“Orin and Jim are products of Chehalis and our schools,” 
said Brennan Bailey, Board President. “Neither came from 
wealthy families. They have both achieved enormous success 
in their lives through hard work and talent, and they both have 
chosen to give back generously to help other young people 
from Chehalis. These role models have displayed the qualities 
we hope to help instill in students here today and in the future. 
It is an honor to be able to recognize their legacy in this way.”

“They have both achieved enormous success in 
their lives through hard work and talent, and they 
both have chosen to give back generously to help 
other young people from Chehalis.”

 - Brennan Bailey, School Board President 
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STEM Wing to offer 
state of the art facilities

Chehalis School District received 
a 5.5 million dollar grant from 
the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI) to build a 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) wing at W.F. West 
High School. This new wing will 
accommodate the STEM classes 
in state of the art classrooms and 
labs. The new wing is projected to 
be ready for use in January 2018 
and will house 6 labs including 
designated spaces for the cell 

culture lab and the Scanning 
Electron Microscope and 2 new 
classrooms.  

W.F. West graduate James Hill of 
KMB architects is working to design 
the space to be as adaptable as 
possible for future uses.  Five years 
ago, we didn’t know we’d need a 
cell culture lab or a room dedicated 
to an Electron Microscope. We 
don’t know what we’ll need years 
from now, so we are designing the 
labs usable for multiple purposes.  Schematic and rendering of the new STEM wing.

Chehalis schools 
celebrate Veterans Day

Veterans Day is an important day of 
observance in the Chehalis School District. All 
of our schools hold assemblies to acknowledge 
the dedicated men and women who have 
served our country.




