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A Message from our Principal,  
Mr. Ellingson 

 

Our new Orin C. Smith Elementary School building is looking fantastic and 
moving along in preparation for a spring opening.  We will be sending out 
detailed information in April explaining the logistics of the move. 
 

The first half of the school year has just wrapped up, and our second half has 
begun.  We have had an incredibly successful first part of the school year.  I 
am proud of our students and staff, and grateful for the parents, PTA, Watch 
D.O.G.S., volunteers, and all those who continue to help us along the way. 
 

Spring is around the corner, and we have many upcoming events in the months 
of March and April: Spring Conferences, Spring Book Fair, Spelling Bee, STEM 
Day, Olympia Junior Programs, Penny Playground Fundraiser, Salmon Project, 
PTA events, Spring Break, and, of course, our move into our new school 
building! 
 

After Spring Break we will be thinking about next year’s 2019-20 class 
placements.  There are many factors that go into developing class lists: 
 

! Specific academic needs of students 
! Specific behavioral situations of individuals and groups of students 
! Student learning styles 
! The balance of leaders in each class 
! Equal balance of gender, race, and ability in the classroom 
! Information from a student’s current teacher 

 

Classroom assignments will be made by a team that includes: classroom 
teachers, special education teachers, the principal, the assistant principal, and 
other staff as needed.  This team will utilize all available information in order 
to carefully select the best placement for all students. 
 

Should you have information about your child that you would like considered in 
making an appropriate placement for next year, you are required to complete 
a Student Needs Consideration form.  These forms will be available in the 
Olympic Elementary Campus office for current 4th graders, in the Cascade 
Campus office for current 3rd graders, and in the Lintott Elementary School 
office for current 2nd graders, from April 8 through April 19.  All completed 
forms must be returned to your child’s school office no later than Friday, 
April 19.  Please do not request a specific teacher when completing this form. 
 

Thank you for the vital role you play in your student’s and our school’s success. 
  
      Mr. Ellingson, Principal 
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Orin C. Smith Elementary School, grades 3-5 



Cougar Classroom Corner 
 

Olympic Campus, Room 2 is breaking apart!  Well, we are breaking apart numbers into fractions anyway 
☺.  We are modeling, decomposing, finding equivalent fractions, and learning a lot.  After reading several 
narratives, we wrote our own about Coastal Native Americans.  Sage, a young girl, wanted to hunt and fish 
like the boys.  Ask a Room 2 student what happened.  
 
Olympic Campus, Room 3 has been busy researching facts about Mars.  We listened to an audio 
broadcast, took notes to help us remember, and then read two articles.  We are now reading a nonfiction 
book, Mission to Mars, on the history of Mars research, to learn even more!  We are pretending that Mr. 
Ellingson approved an all expense paid, two-year mission to Mars for Room 3 students, and we are busily 
writing letters to our parents to convince them to please sign (or to please not sign!) our permission slips.  
In math we have been adding, multiplying, dividing, and finding equivalent fractions.  
  
Olympic Campus, Rooms 5 and 6 have been busy as bees!  We just finished writing a narrative about 
taking a “Mission to Mars.”  We had to use evidence from articles about Mars to enhance the setting in 
our stories.  In reading we are working hard at “ACEing” all of our answers.  In math we have continued to 
learn about all things fractions.  February focused on breaking fractions into unit fractions and finding 
equivalent fractions.  Looking ahead we are comparing fractions and adding and multiplying fractions.  We 
have also explored geometry: lines and angles galore and more!!!  We are having so much fun in math!   
Please don’t forget about our upcoming conferences.  Conferences will be student-led, so bring your 
student with you!  Let’s have a marvelous and magical month of March! 
 
Mrs. Karnofski & Mrs. Emery students have just wrapped up adding and subtracting fractions. We are 
now multiplying unit fractions by whole numbers. In ELA we wrote an informative essay on conserving 
water.  Do you try to conserve water at home?  In science we began our Chemical Magic unit where we 
turned a dull penny back into a shiny penny and discovered how some substances, when mixed together, 
create chemical reactions!  
 
Olympic Campus, Room 43 has been working hard on 5th grade skills!  In math we are focusing on 
multiplication of fractions, as well as reviewing concepts we have learned throughout the year to prepare 
for state testing and 6th grade.  In fact, we are just starting to receive HOMEWORK, for the first time 
this year, to help with review!  In science we are just wrapping up our chemistry unit.  We loved 
experimenting with all sorts of substances to understand properties of matter.  Doug from Mystery 
Science is one of our favorite scientists, and Bill Nye, of course!  Other fun activities include Robotics, 
Genius Hour, and our current Read Aloud book, Breadcrumbs, which is starting to get REEEAAALLLY 
interesting!  We also love watching our bi-weekly OSE Extreme Newscast, created by some of our own 
students, and celebrating student Terrific Kid Posters and Character Award Winners.  We have really 
grown into our own happy little family in Room 43.  We can’t wait to prepare for the BIG MOVE!  
 
Library News:  Parents/guardians, as we are getting ready for the BIG MOVE stop by the Book Fair at 
our Olympic Campus during conference week to stock up on some great reads!  As spring is quickly 
approaching, and the sun warms us up, take your reading outdoors!  Stop by Penny Playground on the way 
home and find a picnic table, park bench, or spread a blanket and read together for a change of pace and 
soak up some much needed Vitamin D.  Your children will love it and so will you! - Mrs. Ames 
 
Some good reading ideas:  Sanity & Tallulah by Molly Brooks or Flying Lessons & Other Stories,  
edited by Ellen Oh. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Road Trip USA – 3rd Grade Musical 
Our 3rd graders performed their musical, “Road Trip USA,” on Tuesday, 
February 5.  They worked hard and did an excellent job!  They showcased 
different historical places and people with songs from around the country.  Our 
3rd graders are pictured below practicing for the musical. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 “Go West!” 
4th Grade Musical 

February 28th 
 

Under the direction of Miss Hays, 4th grade music teacher, all Olympic Campus 4th grade classes 
performed the musical, “Go West!”  Students truly enjoyed themselves!   
 
Thank you to all who shared this experience with our students and staff.  An extra special thank you 
goes out to all for your cooperation and understanding for the date and time changes of this year’s 
musical.   
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olympic Salmon News… 
 

The Salmon Tank in the Olympic library will be housing about 300 Coho eggs this March, 
courtesy of the Skookumchuck Fish Hatchery.  All 4th grade students are learning about 
the states of salmon development (eggs, alevin, fry, smolt, adult and migrating adult) and 
the fragile ecosystems in which they live.  In March students will be able to experience 

first hand the development of salmon.  This spring, when the salmon reach the fry stage, Olympic’s 4th and 
5th grade students are invited to attend an after school event where the salmon are released into the 
Newaukum River.  More information on day and time will be sent home closer to the release date. 
 

State Wide Assessment News… 
 

Our statewide Smarter Balanced English-Language Arts and math assessments will be given during the 
months of April and May.  The Smarter Balanced assessments will be taken on computers.  The Practice 
Tests are available for everyone to use at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/.  Each Practice Test has 
about 20 questions, as well as an answer key. 
 

Important Information from our School Nurse… 
 

We will soon begin our 5th grade AIDS education at Olympic Elementary School. The AIDS curriculum 
developed for use in the Chehalis schools is intended to provide basic information about AIDS.  It is our 
hope that this educational presentation will provide a basis for further discussions about this topic within 
each home. 
 

If you prefer to exclude your child from this unit of study, Washington State law requires that you 
preview the AIDS curriculum and materials before requesting non-participation for your child.  If you 
would like to preview this material, contact Kaitlin Dykstra, R.N., Chehalis School District Nurse, at  
807-7225 or 219-3370 (cell phone.)  Mrs. Dykstra will be available at our Olympic Campus from 
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, to answer questions on this topic and provide 
materials for your review. 

 

The Orin Smith Elementary 
School “Rose Award” 

 

In honor of our own beloved Sheryl Rose, 4th grade 
teacher who passed away a few years ago, Olympic 
Elementary Campus continues to recognize two 
students, one in the winter, and one in the spring, to 
receive the “Rose Award.”  Mrs. Rose was a true 
#12 Seahawk’s fan.  Recipients of this award will 
receive a Seattle Seahawk jersey with his/her 
name on the back, compliments of Mrs. Rose’s 
husband, Scott Rose.  Recipients are nominated and 
voted on by Olympic Campus School staff. 
 

This year’s winter “Rose Award” recipient is 
Roberto Bower.  He is pictured right with  

Mr. Ellingson, our principal. 
 



Motivational/Inspirational Speaker, Simon Calcavecchia, 
Comes to Orin Smith Elementary 

 
On Friday, February 15, Simon Calcavecchia, author and inspirational speaker, presented his motivational 
assembly to our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders.  Mr. Calcavecchia moved to Australia in 2002 to follow his dream 
of playing rugby.  He had a serious injury that left him a quadriplegic.  He went on to graduate from 
Evergreen State College with a bachelor’s degree, after which he spent much of his time volunteering 
with preschool children.  Working with these kids helped inspire him to write his children’s book series 
called “The Adventures of Frank and Mustard.”  His presentation encouraged students and staff to follow 
their dreams no matter what the obstacles, and to never give up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orin Smith Super Readers 
Our 3rd grade homeroom teachers choose Super Readers each week.  Students wear a  

special Super Reader lanyard and are allowed to sit where they want at lunch time.   
Pictured below are our 3rd grade Super Readers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Terrific Kids of Orin Smith Elementary School 
 January & February 2019 

 
The Kiwanis Club invests in our students by providing certificates, "Terrific Kid" pencils,  

and stickers to encourage "Terrific" student citizenship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Service Announcers 
 

 
 
 

 
Cougar Card Winners 

 

 
 
 

   
 

Justus Stoker 
1-22-19 

 

Collin Graber 
1-7-19 

Jamen Dickson 
2-4-19 

Being a Public Service Announcer is quite an exciting 
adventure for our 4th and 5th grade students of Orin 
Smith Elementary School.  Approximately twice a 
month a different student is chosen by his/her 
teacher and the principal to read an announcement for 
the Chehalis Fire Department.  The Fire Department 
picks up the student in a fire truck at the Olympic 
campus and transports him/her to the KITI radio 
station where the announcement is read and recorded.  
The students receive a recorded copy of the message 
they read.  Please listen for their important 
announcements on the KITI radio station. 
 

The Cougar Card Award is drawn monthly and 
celebrated with a pizza lunch donated by Sahara 
Pizza.  Cougar Cards are awarded to students for 
positive choices and efforts made in the classroom 
and around the school.  Pictured are our 3rd grade 
Cougar Card winners. 
 



  March 2019 Events  
 

Orin C. Smith Elementary School  Orin C. Smith Elementary School 
Olympic Campus, Grades 4 & 5  Cascade Campus, Grade 3 
2057 SW Salsbury Ave.   89 SW 3rd St. 
Chehalis, WA 98532    Chehalis, WA  98532 
(360) 807-7225  phone   (360) 740-1952 fax  360) 807-7220 phone   (360) 740-1952 fax 
Brett Ellingson, Principal   Rachel Dorsey, Assistant Principal 
bellingson@chehalisschools.org   rdorsey@chehalisschools.org 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/ 

Sunday 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
February Cougar 
Card Lunch 

2/3 
 

4 
Conference Week 
12:25 CAS Release 
12:50 Oly Release 
 
Oly Book Fair Open 
Until 3:00 p.m. 
 
Public Service 
Announcement 

5 
Conference Week 
12:25 CAS Release 
12:50 Oly Release 
 
Oly Book Fair Open 
Until 7:00 p.m. 

6 
Conference Week 
12:25 CAS Release 
12:50 Oly Release 
 
Oly Book Fair Open 
Until 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

7 
Conference Week 
12:25 CAS Release 
12:50 Oly Release 
 
Oly Book Fair Open 
Until 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

8 
Conference Week 
12:25 CAS Release 
12:50 Oly Release 
 
Daddy/Daughter 
Dance at James W. 
Lintott Elementary 
7:00 -9:00 p.m.  
Pictures start at 
6:00 p.m. 

9/10 
10th - 
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins; 
Spring Forward 
One Hour☺ 

11 
Classified School 
Employees Week 

12 
5th Grade Capital 
Field Trip 
Rms 34, 36, 39, 
43, & 45 

13 
5th Grade Capital 
Field Trip 
Rms 26, 38, 40,  
& 41 

14 
Terrific Kids 
 
 
  

15 
Make Up Day – 
There is School! 
 
Orin Smith 
Character 
Assembly Grades 
3, 4 & 5 

16/17 
17th – Honor Choir 
at Kessler 
Elementary School 
in 
Longview 
and St. Patrick’s 
Day! 

18 
Public Service 
Announcement 

 
 

19 
Olympia Junior 
Program Field 
Trip Grade 3 
 

20 
Sahara Pizza 
Night/Cascade 
 
First Day of Spring! 

21 22 
 

23/24 
 

25 
 

26 
STEM Day  
5th Grade 

27 
March Cougar  
Card Drawing 

28 
Terrific Kids 
 
Cascade Bead 
Shop 

29 
March Cougar 
Card Lunch 
 
5th Grade Growth 
& Development  

30/31 
Spring  
Break☺ 

 
 

Late Starts and School Closures: This time of year can bring sudden, unpredictable weather.  Should school be delayed or closed 
due to weather, Chehalis School District will notify families through an automated phone call, through local radio station broadcasts, 
posted on the school district website, and via television news reports. If school is delayed one hour, Olympic Campus will begin at 
9:20 a.m. and Cascade Campus will begin at 9:00 a.m.  If school is delayed two hours, then Olympic Campus will begin at 10:20 
a.m. and Cascade Campus will begin at 10:00 a.m.  If at all possible, please do not call the school.  Should weather seem 
questionable, and there is no report, school is operating on regular schedule. 
Where to Listen: (by 6:00 a.m.) 
KELA – 1470 AM        KMNT – 104.3 FM       KITI – 1420 AM & 100.5 FM          LIVE95 – 95.1  



   April 2019 Events 
 

Orin C. Smith Elementary School  Orin C. Smith Elementary School 
Olympic Campus, Grades 4 & 5  Cascade Campus, Grade 3 
2057 SW Salsbury Ave.   89 SW 3rd St. 
Chehalis, WA 98532    Chehalis, WA  98532 
(360) 807-7225  phone   (360) 740-1952 fax  360) 807-7220 phone   (360) 740-1952 fax 
Brett Ellingson, Principal   Rachel Dorsey, Assistant Principal 
bellingson@chehalisschools.org   rdorsey@chehalisschools.org 

  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/ 

Sunday 
1 
Spring 
Break☺ 

2 
Spring 
Break☺ 

3 
Spring  
Break☺ 

4 
Spring 
Break☺ 

5 
Spring 
Break☺ 

6/7 
Spring  
Break☺ 

8 
Public Service 
Announcement 

9 
Grade-Level 
Spelling Bee 
5th – 8:30 
4th – 10:30 
 

10 
Olympic Sahara 
Pizza Night 
 

National Library 
Week 

11 
Terrific Kids 
 

Kindergarten 
Registration from 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
at James W. 
Lintott 
Elementary 

12 
Olympic School 
Wide Spelling 
Bee 9:00 a.m. 
 

Report Cards 
Distributed 
 
 

13/14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 
2-Hour Early 
Release 

20/21 

22/29 
22nd - Public 
Service 
Announcement 
 

Public School 
Volunteer Week 
April 22 – 26.  An 
excellent time to 
thank PTA members 
and parent 
volunteers☺ 
 

22nd - Earth Day 

23/30  
 

24 25  
Terrific Kids 

26  
 

27/28 

 
 

Nondiscrimination Statement/Equal Opportunity Employment Notice - Chehalis School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
 

El Distrito Escolar de Chehalis no discrimina en ningún programa o actividad por sexo, raza, credo, religión, color, origen nacional, edad, estado veterano o militar, orientación sexual, expresión o 
identidad de género, discapacidad o el uso de un Guía de perros entrenados o un animal de servicio y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos juveniles designados. Los siguientes 
empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas de supuestas discriminaciones: 
 

Title IX/Affirmative Action Officer  Section 504/ADA Coordinator  Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator 
Jeff Johnson    Loretta Duncan    Mary Lou Bissett 
310 SW 16th Street   1861 S. Market Blvd.   310 SW 16th Street 
Chehalis, WA 98532   Chehalis, WA  98532   Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-807-7235    360-807-7245    360-807-7200 
jjohnson2@chehalisschools.org  lduncan@chehalisschools.org   mbissett@chehalisschools.org 
 

Chehalis School District Community Newsletter – “The Learning Network,” can be accessed online through the district’s website at http://www.chehalisschools.org.   
 

Chehalis School District Annual School’s Report – Chehalis School District and the State of Washington believe that important information about local public schools should be provided to 
educators, parents, community members and the general public.  The combined support of these various stakeholders ensures the success of all students.  Information regarding current and past test 
scores, demographics, teacher qualifications, graduation and dropout rates for secondary students, and the status of school improvement can be obtained from the following website: 
http://reportcards.ospi.k12.wa.us/.  Search for Chehalis School District and click on the school of choice. 
 

Printed copies of the annual school’s report or newsletter may be obtained from the Chehalis School District Office at 310 SW 16th Street, Chehalis, WA 98532 (360) 807-7200.  You 
may also log on to the district website at http://www.chehalisschools.org and click on the appropriate link to view each document. 
 

Title I Notification:  Parents can request the following information regarding instructional staff who work with their children: 
• Whether or not the child’s teacher has met state certification for the grades and subjects she/he is teaching. 
• Whether or not the teacher is working with an emergency or conditional certificate where state certification criteria has been waived. 
• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held, including field of discipline of the certificate or degree. 
• If the child receives instructional services from a paraeducator, the paraducator’s qualifications. 

 
 


