
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

It's hard to believe the school year is almost over.  Much has been accomplished this year.  As our busy  
2017-2018 school year is coming to an end, I can't help but be appreciative of our exceptional children, a fantastic  
staff, our wonderful PTA, and our supportive parents. 

The end of the school year is always a celebration of the learning that has occurred throughout the year and a 
chance to remember all of the special events that happened at Olympic this year.  These include: Popcorn Fridays, 
Million-Word Club, Beach Day cookouts, Gold Medal luncheons, Terrific Kids, Super Readers, holiday assemblies, Walking 
School Bus, Daddy/Daughter Dance, Spelling Bee, salmon project, music programs, Read Quest Activity Day, Cougar Fun 
Run, Pacific Science Center, Student Council activities, classroom activities, field trips, our Future Chef Event, and 
Choose Kind school theme. 

Though we are gearing down toward the end of school, we have many activities yet to happen.  There is still much 
to be taught and much to learn.  Instruction remains a priority until the last day of school, Thursday, June 14. 

Next year's 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will receive a letter from Orin C. Smith Elementary School the second week 
in August.  This letter will address many of the questions and concerns that parents have prior to the start of the school 
year.  A Parent/Student Orientation has been scheduled for Tuesday, August 28, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
Cascade Elementary School building, which will house Orin C. Smith Elementary School’s next year’s 3rd graders.  Orin C. 
Smith Elementary School’s Parent/Student Orientation for next year’s 4th and 5th graders will also be Tuesday, August 
28, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. but at the Olympic Elementary School building. 

We wish this year’s graduating 5th graders a great year at Chehalis Middle School, and the school staff is looking 
forward to meeting our new 3rd and 4th graders.   

Have a great end of the school year and a fun-filled summer!  We look forward to seeing you when school 
starts on September 4.     

Brett Ellingson, Principal 
 

Chehalis Elementary Schools Update 
  

Our new James W. 
Lintott Elementary School 
(preK-2) is nearing completion 
and will be opening its doors to 
students for the 2018-19 
school year! 

Progress is being 
made, see picture right, on 
our Orin C. Smith Elementary 
School (3-5).  We are scheduled to open the doors to 
students during spring of the 2018-19 school year if 
completed on schedule. 

As mentioned in the above article, our 3rd grade 
students will be attending school at the Cascade Elementary 
School building until the new Orin C. Smith Elementary 
building is completed, spring 2019.  Our 3rd grade is being 
housed at Cascade instead of R.E. Bennett because Cascade’s 
classrooms are larger than REB’s, all classrooms being used 
are on the same level, the food service kitchen is at Cascade, 
it’s closer to the playground, and there is a doorbell system 
already in place☺. 

 MAY/JUNE 2018  
 PARENT/STUDENT BULLETIN 

   

May Smarter Balanced Testing 

During May we will test our 4th and 5th 
graders in math and English language arts using 
the Smarter Balanced Test.  This test 
measures the students’ skills based on our 
Washington State Learning Standards.  These 
standards are more challenging, requiring 
students to think at a deeper level and explain 
their thinking. 
 

The Smarter Balanced tests will be 
taken on computers, and the Practice Tests 
provide a good idea of what the new tests will 
look like.  The Practice Tests are available for 
everyone to use at 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org .  There is a 
Practice Test for each grade in both English 
language arts and math.  Each Practice Test 
has about 30 questions, as well as an answer 
key. 
 

You are encouraged to explore the 
Practice Tests with your child and discuss 
them with each other.  Your child will also be 
given opportunities here at school to take the 
Practice Tests. 
 
 



 
" NATIONAL TEACHER’S DAY:  National Teacher’s Day is Tuesday, May 8, and Teacher 

Appreciation Week is May 6 through May 12.  Because of our wonderful teachers, Olympic 
Elementary School is, indeed, “A Great Place to Learn….A Great Place to Be.”  This week would 
be an excellent time for you and your child to drop your child’s teacher a note of appreciation 
or even a high-five….they go a long way here☺. 

 
" NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSE’S DAY:  May 9 is National School Nurse’s Day and a great 

opportunity to show our appreciation for Mrs. Kaitlin Dykstra, R.N., our school district nurse, 
and Mrs. Kerry McGill, R.N.  Kerry is Olympic’s building school nurse. 

  
" APPROPRIATE SCHOOL ATTIRE:  Warm weather is upon us.  Please remember the dress 

code for Olympic students: Clothing should cover the child’s body.  Tube tops, low-cut shirts, 
short-shorts, spaghetti straps or narrow tank top straps, or other clothing that exposes the 
midriff or other private body parts are not permitted at school.  Please see your 
Student/Parent Handbook, page 7, for more details. 

 
" IMPORTANT MEDICAL REMINDERS:  Please ensure your child who is entering 6th grade 

next year has his/her TDap vaccine updated.  Also, please remember to pick up your child’s 
medication at school no later than June 14.  Any medications left after this date will be 
thrown away; medications cannot be sent home with children.  When returning in the 
fall, should your child require medication at school, please have the Medication 
Authorization form filled out completely and signed by you and your child’s physician.  
All medications at school must be in their original container and labeled with your child’s name.  
It would be most helpful to have medication and forms completed and at school prior to the 
first school day, September 4.  Our school office will be opened August 22.  Please call our 
office at 807-7225 should you have any questions. 

 
" WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR FIELD DAY:  Field Day is June 13 for both 4th and 5th 

graders.  Lynn Wakefield-Rickard, Olympic’s very own PE instructor, will organize this 
year’s event.  Please contact Lynn at lwakefield@chehalisschools.org, or call our school 
office at 807-7225, if you’d like to help on Field Day.  We need LOTS of volunteers, 
please! 

 
" FOOD SERVICE ACCOUNT:  Your child’s food service account balance for 2017-18 will carry 

over to next school year.  For the remainder of this school year, no food charges are available 
after lunch has been served on June 8.  Lunch will not be served on the last day of school, but 
breakfast will be served.  Our last day of school is Thursday, June 14. 

 
" REPORT CARDS & NEXT YEAR’S ROOM ASSIGNMENTS:   

Report cards will be sent home with your child on the last day of school, Thursday, June 14.  
Current 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students will have their next year’s room assignment at Orin C. 
Smith Elementary School included on their report card.  PLEASE have students return all 
library books and magazines by the end of the year, or report cards will be held until 
they have returned or paid for overdue items.  We appreciate and thank you for your 
support. 

 
 



Cougar Classroom Corner 
 

 
Our 4th graders will be attending a field trip to the Washington State History Museum in Tacoma on 
May 31.  This is a trip our 4th graders attend every year thanks to our fabulous PTA who sponsors 
this field trip!  We so appreciate our PTA☺. 
 
Well, the big adventure in Room 2 has been traveling the Oregon Trail!  
Students are organized into wagon trains and are earning points to move along 
the trail.  Activities include writing diary entries, calculating wagon loads, and 
making group decisions.  Many students have also taken on challenge projects.  
They have produced videos to share, performed western music and dance, 
constructed models of wagons and dioramas, and written poems – all independent 
work as they grow and create.  Do they all make it to Oregon?  Ask your child if 
it is “Oregon - or Bust”! 
 
Room 3 students have been working hard and having fun!  In math we are wrapping up adding, subtracting, 
and multiplying fractions and moving on to decimals.  We finished an informational writing on animal defense 
mechanisms that you can find hanging in the hallway.  Check it out!  We are also learning about what it was 
like to head west on the Oregon Trail.  In science we are learning about waves of sound.  Keep it up, room 3 
students!  #TeamKarnofski  
 
 
Mrs. Donahue and Mrs. Duncan’s classes have been 
preparing for our Social Studies Classroom Based 
Assessment on Westward Movement.  We are researching 
and learning about life on the Oregon Trail.  Oregon or 
Bust!!! 
 
 

News from the Library Corner… 
  
The sun is shining!  As you plan your summer trips or lazy days at home, I hope you plan on some great 
summer reading!  Come talk to me for some page turning suggestions – or pop into the Timberland Library for 
lots more books and even more cool air! The Sasquatch Book Award winner this year is The Honest Truth by 

Dan Gemeinhart - it is by a Washington author.  If you haven't read it, add it to your 
list.  It is a page turner! 
 
Some good reading ideas:  Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk & The Young Chef   641.5 
  
We have new technology in the library – we now have Playaways.  Students can check 
out audiobooks to take home.  They are already a big hit! 
 
*Overdues – Final check-ins are due June 8.  Get your books in or pay your fines.  Dig 
under couches and look under beds for books!   We hold your report card if you have 

 outstanding library fines. 
  
Events Coming Up:  Summer Library in July on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  



Million Word Club Members  
      2018-19 School Year (6/19/17 – 4/27/18) 
 
Million-Word Club: Bryce Adams, Megan Brame, Jacobsen Bunker, Caroline Buzzard, Kaylee Campagna, 
Landon Clark, Devan Cook, Will Cummings, Patience Dour, Hardit Dhudwal, Shivtaj Dhudwal, Adam Flexhaug, 
Nathan Flexhaug, Caleb Gill, Anna Gunter, Emma Hamilton, Lauren Hammond, Javyn Han, Eden Hornby, 
Isabella House, Hailey Isenhower, Bryce Kuykendall, Denzel Leith, Ariana Lindsey, Miles Martin, Heidi Meier, 
Amyah Middleton, Elizabeth Mittge, Ashley Mueller, Caleb Mumford, KD Obtinario, Emma Palmer, Wyatt 
Rogerson, Cathrene Sanders, Kaden Schow, Lydia Smith, Micah Sutmiller, Madison Teeter, Berkeley Varick, 
Jaxon Velazquez, Violet Wesen, Leah White, & Tahlia Wulff. 

 

Extreme Reader Club (Three Million Words)  Elite Reader Club (Five Million Words)  
Megan Brame      Nathan Flexhaug – 6,219,809 words 
Will Cummings      Elizabeth Mittge – 11,448,484 words 
Adam Flexhaug 
Nathan Flexhaug 
Elizabeth Mittge 
Wyatt Rogerson 
Heidi Meier 
Emma Hamilton 

 
     Olympic Elementary School  
 
On April 26, 2018, we held our 28th annual school-wide spelling bee,  
which is sponsored by the Chehalis Kiwanis Club.  Ten grade-level spelling bee 
finalists participated.  Pictured below are our top five school-wide winners: 
 
 
         Bryce Kuykendall, fifth grade, 3rd 

place; Hardit Dhudwal, fourth grade, 
4th place; Shivtaj Dhudwal, fifth 
grade, 2nd place; Devan Cook, fourth 
grade, 5th place; and Sophia Myers, 
fifth grade, 1st place. 

           
                                     April 26, 2018 

Congratulations to our top five 
   Spelling Bee finalists! 
 
  Olympic Cougars Rock! 

 
 

  



 Future Chef Event at Olympic Elementary School 
  

On Friday, March 16, we held our 6th annual 
Future Chef Event at Olympic Elementary 
School.  Twelve students participated in this 
event.  Listed in alphabetical order are: 
Alyssa Anderson, Madison Baine, Phoebe 
Bahrt, Jaylynn Brown, Tayla Hoskins, Jaden 
Jensen, Joshua Norvell, KD Obtinario, Nicko 
Raynolds, Carsynn Trodahl, Andre Tseng, and 
Violet White-Pierce.  These students 
prepared their recipes with assistance from 
some of our own Chehalis School District 
lunchroom cooks and presented their dishes 
for family and friends to taste during the 
reception.   

This year’s theme was “Healthy, Asian Fusion.” Madison Baine, kneeling above, was our “Judge’s Choice” recipient.  She 
qualified to enter the Regional Future Chef completion.  Her recipe of Saucy Asian Meatballs will be competing against 
winners from other school districts in Washington, Oregon, and Montana. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



2018 Chehalis Middle School Summer Math Academy 

Open to all 2018-2019 CMS students * Attendance is free *  
*Lunch is available* 

Registration forms have already been sent home with students, but additional forms are in the school office. 
 

 
 

 

 
Module 2: Coding (Part 1) 
Classes: July 16 - 19 (9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) 
Description: Students will get to work with a variety 
of tasks on code.org on Chromebooks, use Ipads to 
code with Apple Swift Playground, code Sphero 
SPRK robots using Ipads, code Ozobots, and fly 
drones. 

 

 
 
 

 
Module 3: Coding (Part 2) 
Classes: July 23 - 25 (9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) 
Field trip: July 26 - Oregon Museum of Science & 
Industry (OMSI) 
Description: A continuation of Coding Part 1. 
Note #1: Students can attend Coding Part 2 without 
having attended Coding Part 1. 
Note #2: Students must have attended a minimum of 
3 full days of one or both Coding sessions in order to 
go to OMSI. 

 

 

 
Module 4: Nature/Conservation 
Classes: July 30 - Aug 1 (9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) 
Field trip: Aug 2 - Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 
Description: Students will learn about and work with 
ratios, rates, and percents as they learn about wildlife 
and conservation at the Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium. 

 
 

 
 

Summer Math Camp at Olympic for 2018-19 4th & 5th graders 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Look for the registration forms coming home with your students! 

Session 1: July 10, 11, & 12         Session 2: July 17, 18, & 19         Session 3: July 24, 25, & 26 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Olympic Library will be open this summer from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays starting 
Tuesday, July 10 through Thursday, July 26 for 2018-19 4th, 5th & 6th graders 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

         Free lunch served at Chehalis Middle School this summer from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Module 1: Art 
Classes: July 9 - 11th (9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) 
Field trip: July 12 - Tacoma Art Museum & Museum 
of Glass 
Description: Students will learn about the 
intersection of mathematics and art. Some areas of 
focus are the Golden Ratio, transformation, 
tessellations, origami, and the artist M.C. Escher. The 
Tacoma Art Museum will be a place for students to 
search for connections to what they learned. 

 



May 2018 Olympic “Happenings”  
2057 SW Salsbury      Brett Ellingson, Principal 
Chehalis, WA  98532                         Rachel Dorsey, Assistant Principal 
(360) 807-7225 phone   (360) 740-1952 fa 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/ 
Sunday 

 
 
ATTENTION: 
Smarter Balanced 
Testing All During 
The Month Of 
May For Both 4th 
& 5th Grades 

1 
5th Avenue 
Theater Assembly 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
Terrific Kids 
 

4 
Million Word 
Announcement & 
Dressup Day 
 

April Cougar of 
the Month Lunch 
 

Staff Inservice 
Early Release 
12:55 
 

Youth Fair 

5/6 
Youth Fair 

7 
PSA 

8  
National 
Teacher’s Day 

9 
National Nurse’s Day 
 
 

10 
Terrific Kids 

11 12/13 
Sunday is  
Mother’s Day 

14 15 
Sahara Pizza 
Night 
 
 

16 
Sahara Pizza Night 

17 
Terrific Kids 

18 19/20 

21 
PSA 
 

National 
Educational Bosses’ 
Week 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Terrific Kids  
 

25 
Snow Make Day 
2-Hour Early 
Release 12:55 a.m.  

26/27 

28 
No School 
Memorial Day 

29 30 
 

 

31 
WA State History 
Museum Field Trip 
All 4th Grade 
Classes 

 

 

Nondiscrimination Statement/Equal Opportunity Employment Notice - Chehalis School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: 
 
El Distrito Escolar de Chehalis no discrimina en ningún programa o actividad por sexo, raza, credo, religión, color, origen nacional, edad, estado veterano o militar, orientación 
sexual, expresión o identidad de género, discapacidad o el uso de un Guía de perros entrenados o un animal de servicio y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos 
juveniles designados. Los siguientes empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas de supuestas discriminaciones: 
 
Title IX Coordinator   Section 504/ADA Coordinator  Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator 
Jeff Johnson   Loretta Duncan   Mary Lou Bissett 
310 SW 16th Street   1265 SW Pacific Avenue   310 SW 16th Street 
Chehalis, WA 98532   Chehalis, WA  98532   Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-807-7235   360-807-7245   360-807-7200 
jjohnson2@chehalisschools.org  lduncan@chehalisschools.org  mbissett@chehalisschools.org 
 
Title I Notification:  Parents can request the following information regarding instructional staff who work with their children: 

• Whether or not the child’s teacher has met state certification for the grades and subjects she/he is teaching. 
• Whether or not the teacher is working with an emergency or conditional certificate where state certification criteria has been waived. 
• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held, including field of discipline of the certificate or degree. 
• If the child receives instructional services from a paraeducator, the paraducator’s qualifications. 

 
The Chehalis School District Annual Schools Report and Community Newsletter are available at www.chehalisschools.org. 

 



WE EXTEND OUR MANY THANKS! 
 

    There are so many people and businesses who support our school - too numerous to recognize them all by name.  Your support is 
truly appreciated☺.  
    We would like to extend a special thank you to the members of DaySpring Baptist Church.  This organization continues to supply 
our school with school supplies, monthly goodies for our staff, and donates clothing items for our students.  They also provided our 
staff with a home-made lunch welcoming us back this past fall. 
 We also appreciate The Box Tops for Education Program.  Donations from this organization provides us with opportunities to 
enhance the educational experience for our students. 
 Thank you to all our special parent and grandparent volunteers for the many hours you spend helping in our classrooms, library, 
office, and accompanying us on field trips.  You are a valuable part of the educational system.  
 Thanks to the Chehalis Kiwanis Club for sponsoring our annual Spelling Bee and for coming to our school on Thursdays to present 
“Terrific Kids” pencils and certificates to our many Terrific Kids!   

Also, thank you to Sahara Pizza for their generous donations to our library with their pizza nights for Olympic and for donating 
pizza for our Gold Medal lunches as well as our Cougar-of-the-Month lunches; and to L&E Bottling for their calendar donations. 

Here at Olympic Elementary we are truly appreciative of all the individuals, businesses, and the community as a whole for their 
continued support of our school.   

 

We all, indeed, work together to make Olympic Elementary 
“A Great Place to Learn, A Great Place to Be!” 

 

June 2018 “Happenings” & September Highlights 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/ 
Sunday 

 
  

 
  

  
 

1 
May Cougar 
Lunch 
 

Million Word  
 

3rd & 5th Grade 
Orientations 

2/3 
 

4 
Pacific Science 
Center 4th Grade 

5 
4th Grade Music 
Recruitment 
Assembly 
1:30 - 2:00 p.m. 
 

6 
 
 

7 
4th Grade Musical 
Instrument 
Tryouts 
 

Ted Brown  
Parent Meeting 
3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

8 
BBQ during 
Lunch 

9/10 
Saturday is  
W.F. West’s 
Graduation 

11 
Timberland 
Library 
Presentations 
 

5th Grade 
Concert @ CMS 
7:00 p.m. 

12 
Swim Day 

13 
Field Day 
5th in morning 
4th in afternoon 

14 
Last Day of 
School Olympic 
11:35 release 

15 
 

16/17 

      2018-19 Important Start of the Year School Activities & Dates 
              Orin C. Smith Elementary School 

 

 Olympic Campus, Grades 4 & 5   Cascade Campus, Grade 3 
2057 SW Salsbury Ave.   89 SW 3rd St. 
Chehalis, WA  98532    Chehalis, WA  98532 
(360) 807-7225    (360) 807-7220 (effective Aug.) 

 

 

Aug. 13 – Mail out Welcome Back Letters☺     
Aug. 23 – Mail out Orientation Reminder Post Cards  
Aug. 28 - 3rd Grade Orientation from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. – Cascade Campus  
Aug. 28 – 4th & 5th Grade Orientation from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. - Olympic Campus – updated date 
Sept. 4 – First Day of School – WELCOME BACK☺ 
Sept. 7 – Welcome Back BBQ – 4th & 5th grades – Olympic Campus 
Sept. 14 – Welcome Back BBQ – 3rd grade – Cascade Campus 


