
www.chehalisschools.org | 310 SW 16th Street, Chehalis, WA 98532 | (360) 807-7200 | Fax: (360) 748-8899

LEARNINGTH
E

LEARNERS TODAY. LEADERS TOMORROW.   FALL 2018
 NETWORK

A message from 
Superintendent Rothlin

The 2018-19 

school year has 

already brought an 

exciting milestone to 

the Chehalis School 

District. In September, 

we opened a brand-

new school for the first time in 29 years. The 

new James W. Lintott Elementary School 

opened its doors to students in preschool 

through grade two and we celebrated with 

our community at a grand opening ceremony 

in August. On hand for the event was the 

school’s namesake, James W. Lintott, and his 

mother, Virginia Lintott, who served as the 

district’s school nurse for 32 years! The school 

is already a source of pride for students, staff 

and community. It sits on the Shaw Learning 

Campus, adjacent to the soon-to-open 

Orin C. Smith Elementary which is showing 

progress daily. Watch for details on a grand 

opening in fall 2019.

Another point of pride this year is the 

ongoing partnership between Chehalis 

School District and Centralia College. Over 

the past few years, we have worked to 

address student success in college as part of 

our Student Achievement Initiative. Assistant 

Superintendent Mary Lou Bissett recently 

attended a conference along with the College 

President and trustees to share this unique 

and important partnership. You can read 

more about it in this newsletter.

 

Sincerely,  

Ed Rothlin, Superintendent

James W. Lintott 
opening 

The brand-new James W. Lintott Elementary 
opened for students and staff this fall and 
a special grand opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony was held August 29.

Construction is progressing on time and on budget at Orin C. Smith 
Elementary. The new school is scheduled to open in the spring. A move-in date 
is yet to be determined, but it is hoped that the move can take place over a 
long weekend.

At this time, a ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony will be held in 
August 2019. More details to come. 

For those who have visited the James W. Lintott Elementary building, the 
good news is that Orin C. Smith Elementary will be nearly identical, featuring 
the same attractive learning facilities with brand new heating, cooling and 
technology systems. The new school will have the same safety features as 
Lintott Elementary with security cameras and one point of entry that is locked 
throughout the day.

Because Orin C. Smith Elementary serves grades 3-5, it will have a larger 
gym than Lintott Elementary with a hardwood floor that may also be used for 
sporting events by the middle and high schools. The Orin C. Smith Elementary 
campus will also include a soccer field.

Update on construction at 
Orin C. Smith Elementary

http://www.chehalisschools.org


Students in Donnie Bunker’s sign making class are getting 
world-of-work experience and releasing their creative talents 
while fulfilling needs in the local community. Students in the 
popular class learn digital design using industry standard software 
including Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator to help bring ideas 
to life electronically. Students then learn to use thermal transfer 
printers and cutters to transform their designs into signs that 
can be seen at W.F. West and other schools, in parking lots, on 
classroom doors and around the Chehalis Community.

If you’ve been in Chehalis schools, you’ve probably already 
seen their work. The students create signage on metal, plastic, 
and glass, including the college and university signage at 
every school, supporting the district-wide Career and College 
Readiness Initiative.

 Customers have included the City of Chehalis, Lewis County 
businesses, non-profit organizations throughout the state, 
as well as signage for the Chehalis School District athletic 
programs and clubs.

 A W.F. West graduate himself, Bunker earned a degree in art 
and teaching at Central Washington University. He worked as a 
sign painter, hand painting signs when he was putting himself 
through college. Bunker began his teaching career in Selah, WA, 
as Career and Technical Education teacher where he started 
a sign making class. He later moved back to Chehalis with his 
family and became a CTE teacher at W.F. West. Today, the sign 
making class has evolved into one of the most popular classes at 
W.F. West with more than 125 students currently enrolled.

 “What is unique about our program is that the students get 
to work with customers like the City,” said Bunker.  
“We are currently working on a project for Penny Playground. 

It’s really special that our students can be a part of a project to 
support this local beloved part of our community.”

Other projects include vinyl “shades” for classroom windows 
that can be rolled down in case of emergency, i.e. lockdown.

A few of the students have already started their own sign 
making businesses and others go on to work for local sign 
making companies.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
students to take a concept 
and see it become something 
useful for others,” said 
Bunker. “They’re also learning 
customer service, helping 
meet a customer’s needs and 
delivering a quality product.”

 

Sign Making Class teaches job skills
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“It’s really special that our 

students can be a part of a project 

to support this local beloved part of 

our community.”
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Students participate in Walking 
School Bus 
October 10 was National Walk to School Day and Orin C. Smith 
Elementary students participated in the school’s annual event, the 
Walking School Bus. Staff began gathering as early as 7 a.m. at 
Recreation Park/Penny Playground in Chehalis. Students and staff 
joined the “bus” as they walked along the route to the Olympic 
campus. This fun event encouraged health and fitness, a sense of 
community, and safe walking paths. Once they arrived at school, 
students warmed up with hot 
cocoa. This was the seventh year 
for this fun and favorite event.

Math Night at Orin C. Smith Elementary 
Sixty students and families took part in Math Night at the 
Orin C. Smith Cascade Campus October 18 as part of the 
school’s Open House event. Participants enjoyed various 
math games and activities at the event, which also included 

a Scholastic Book Fair. This is part of the school’s emphasis 
on the Student Achievement Initiative (Improve, Modernize, 
Prepare), as well as the Schoolwide Title Plan to involve 
families in these focus areas.

Sign Making Class teaches job skills



As part of the Student Achievement Initiative (SAI) to prepare 

students for career and college, the Chehalis School District is 

working to support students on their path to college. This includes 

giving them the skills to apply for and be accepted to college as 

well as preparing them for success once they get there.

Efforts began in 2011 when staff became aware that college 

completion rates were low. “We looked at the data and we found 

that although students were applying for and enrolling in college, 

many of them were not succeeding like we thought they were,” 

said Superintendent Ed Rothlin. 

This plan included a district-wide culture around career and 

college readiness with support for freshmen and sophomores to 

take the PSAT, visitations by representatives from colleges and 

various careers to speak with students, visits to college campuses, 

and more.

“The Student Achievement Initiative (Improve, Modernize, 

Prepare) work that our staff and students are doing starting in 

Kindergarten and continuing through high school graduation is 

preparing all students for careers and success in post-secondary 

education,” said Superintendent Ed Rothlin. “The district and the 

Chehalis Foundation are working with Centralia College to help 

our graduates successfully earn a certification or degree.”
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Chehalis 
students are 
career and 
college ready

Chehalis students tour Seattle Public University

The Student Achievement Initiative led to 
several ways in which Chehalis Schools are 
helping students succeed:

• Preparing students with the skills they need to be 
successful in careers and college, guided by the job 
market and with input from colleges.

• Offering the College in the High School program 
where students can take college level classes at  
W.F. West.

• Aligning our vocational classes with those same 
programs at the college level and industry demands.

• Employing a Student Success & Retention Specialist 
who works at Centralia College to ensure that 
students succeed there. This position is funded 
through the Chehalis Foundation.

• Working closely with Centralia College staff. 

• Employing a Career and College Specialist, Kerri 
Chaput, at W.F. West who helps students prepare 
and apply for college.

• Offering a Dual-Credit program where students can 
earn college credit for vocational education classes 
such as welding, early childhood, shop, and medical 
terminology.

• Encouraging eligible students to apply for the  

College Bound scholarship.

“The Chehalis Student Achievement Initiative stands out as one 

of the most comprehensive and thoughtful community efforts in 

the nation to support students as they move towards college and 

careers. I worked with 75 sites around the country in a multi-year 

campaign to achieve similar goals and the Chehalis Initiative would 

certainly rank in the top five performing communities that I’ve seen,” 

said Michael P. Meotti, Executive Director, Washington Student 

Achievement Council.

“One of the most significant things Chehalis School District 

has done to help students succeed is to take responsibility for not 

only preparing students for college, but for seeing that students 

graduate from college,” said Dr. Robert Mohrbacher, Centralia 

College President. “Many school districts prepare students to 
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“Many school districts prepare  
students to enroll in college, but what 

Chehalis is doing really stands out.”

Middle school students gain 
financial knowledge 

More than 30 Chehalis Middle School students attended a 
lesson by Financial Advisor and W.F. West graduate Danny Brown 
of Edward Jones. Brown spoke with middle school students about 
how to be smart with their money and be financially responsible. 
“One of the most important things you can learn is how to handle 
money,” said Brown.

Brown shared tips with students including - always know where 
your money is going, always spend less than you make, and create 
a habit of saving money.

Brown’s presentation was part of the district’s Student Achieve-
ment Initiative to prepare students for career and college.

Danny Brown of Edward Jones with students

enroll in college, but what Chehalis is doing really stands out.” 

Mohrbacher says he has also seen an increase in the number of 

students who complete their AA degree at the same time as they 

earn their high school diploma thanks to the Summer Academy 

program where they can earn college credits paid for by the 

Chehalis Foundation.

“It is inspiring and encouraging to see the deep, data-driven 

work Chehalis is doing to ensure all of their students are prepare 

for and have the opportunity to receive a degree or career 

credential. The schools and Centralia College are engaging in 

programming and policy changes 

that research has shown to be 

very promising in improving 

the experiences of kids through 

a system that better serves all 

families within their community.” 

Dr. Mia Tuan, Dean, University 

of Washington College of 

Education.

Oscar Escalante is the Student 

Success and Retention Specialist 

for W.F. West graduates at 

Centralia College. His job is to support W.F. West graduates by 

helping them navigate through different processes on campus 

that can be challenging for new and returning students. Escalante 

can help students navigate the sea of college requirements and 

is also a person students can talk to about anything in their lives 

that may be inhibiting their academic success and troubleshoot 

solutions to diminish or remove those barriers. “Whether they’re 

academic, financial, health, or family hardships, I’m here to listen 

and ensure they know how to access different resources on and 

off campus that may help them in their struggles,” said Escalante.

 Escalante says the three main efforts he’s currently working on 

to support students are attempting to make them feel connected 

to something or someone on campus, incentivizing participation 

in things that are beneficial or crucial to their college success, and 

outreach to students that stopped attending Centralia College or 

are not in college anywhere else.

“With 740,000 job 

openings projected by 2021, 

there are near limitless 

opportunities for young 

people in Washington 

state,” said Steve Mullin, 

President of the Washington 

Roundtable. “Most jobs will 

be filled by workers with a 

post-high school credential 

– a degree, apprenticeship, 

or certificate. Our schools need to graduate students ready to 

compete for those opportunities. I am very encouraged and 

impressed by the strides being made through the Student 

Achievement Initiative in Chehalis, including the community 

partnership between the school district and Centralia College. 

This Initiative is preparing more young people for success in 

postsecondary education and career opportunities.”
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The Chehalis School District Board of Directors has been named 
Board of the Year by the Washington State School Directors’ 
Association (WSSDA). The Board of the Year award is given to one 
Board of Distinction from each of three categories depending on 
district enrollment size (small, medium, large).

Superintendent Ed Rothlin says the award is a recognition of the 
Board’s dedication to the Student Achievement Initiative to help 
prepare students for career and college. “We’ve made a lot of 
progress in Chehalis toward preparation for every graduate.  
For example, 90% of our graduating class of 2018 was admitted 
to post-high school college, technical or vocational schools.  
The Initiative also focuses on improving instructional practices  
in the classroom and providing modern facilities and 

technology to enhance those instructional practices.” 
“It was a humbling experience to accept this award on behalf 

of such great people I work with on this Board,” said Board Vice-
President Vicki Daniels. “Kudos to our entire district, community 
partners and donors. We couldn’t have accomplished this without 
you.” Board President Joe Clark said, “The staff of the Chehalis 
School District, and the work that goes on in our buildings each 
and every day, deserves recognition. Their work is expanding the 
future potential for Chehalis students.”    

The Chehalis Board was recognized in a ceremony during the 
WSSDA Annual Conference on November 15.

“It was a humbling experience to accept 
this award on behalf of such great 
people I work with on this Board”

Chehalis School District Board 
Named Board of the Year

Orin C. Smith Elementary students 
honored veterans with a special assem-
bly November 9. Students performed 
songs led by music teacher Hannah 
Wynne. Students of teachers Laura  
Pietela, Lauri Kreutz, Greg Bluhm and 
Lori Romines sang songs & read poems.

Richard Smith and his wife presented 
a beautiful wooden flag to the school. 



Students Jay Caird, Darren Gray, Kaylee Keehr, Isaac Morris, 
Justin Cleveland, Mara Soto and Elizabeth March (a 2018 W. 
F. West Graduate) were accompanied by teachers Kyla Bailey, 
Chris Guenther, and Wendie Balmer. The group was among 
more than 69,000 people registered for the convention. 

The W.F. West FFA chapter received the National Chapter 
Award, which recognizes the activities, efforts and accom-
plishments of chapters throughout the country. To qualify, 
a chapter must prove that it is a well-rounded chapter in 
regards to the opportunities it provides its members in the 
areas of community service, leadership development, oppor-
tunities to build career-related skills, etc. Students complete 

an application that highlights some of the main activities 
and accomplishments associated with the chapter. They then 
submit this application at the state level and complete a pre-
sentation at the Washington State FFA Convention in May. In 
May, the W.F. West chapter placed 7th in the state and was 
rated as a "Superior Chapter." At the National level, they 
were recognized as a 2-star program and were honored at an 
awards banquet.

In addition to attending the conference, students toured 
Purdue University, a large-scale dairy and swine operation 
called Fair Oaks Farm,  and the battle site of Tippecanoe.  
They also attended various leadership, career and educational 
workshops and met with numerous college/career represen-
tatives from around the country at the College, Career and 
Education Expo.
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Author Eric Ode visits 
Author Eric Ode visited the Orin C. Smith’s Cascade 

Campus in October. Ode worked with students with a focus 
on improving their writing, using music and reading for 
inspiration. Ode challenges students as writers and authors 
in very inspiring and entertaining ways. This is the 11th year 
Ode has visited the second and third grade classrooms in the 
Chehalis School District.

Seven W.F. West students attend National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis 

Lintott Elementary  
Kindergarteners are  
outstanding bus riders

At the November 13 School Board Meeting, Transportation 
Directors Gibb Kinglsey and Chehalis Bus Drivers presented 
certificates to Lintott Kindergarten students for exemplifying 
excellent behavior while riding the school bus. Great job!
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Congratulations to our staff !

Chehalis School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The Board designated staff member who serves as Title IX / affirmative action 
compliance office is Jeff Johnson, (360) 807-7235. El Distrito Escolar de Chehalis no discrimina en ningún programa o actividad por sexo, raza, credo, religión, color, origen nacional, edad, estado veterano 
o militar, orientación sexual, expresión o identidad de género, discapacidad o el uso de un Guía de perros entrenados o un animal de servicio y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos 
juveniles designados. Los siguientes empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas de supuestas discriminaciones, Jeff Johnson, (360) 807-7235.
Title I Notification: Parents can request the following information regarding instructional staff who work with their children: • Whether or not the child’s teacher has met state certification for the grades and subjects 
she/he is teaching. • Whether or not the teacher is working with an emergency or conditional certificate where state certification criteria has been waived. • The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other 
graduate certification or degree held, including field of discipline of the certificate or degree. •  If the child receives instructional services from a paraeducator, the paraeducator’s qualifications. 

 

Celebrating 25 years 
Chehalis had several employees celebrate their 25th year with 

the district. Pictured left to right: Superintendent Ed Roth-

lin, Cheryl Amrine, 2nd grade - Lintott Elementary, Carmen 

Vermillion, 2nd grade – Lintott Elementary, Melissa Chan, 

School Psychologist, Patty Howard, English - W.F. West, 

Brett Ellingson, Principal, Orin C. Smith Elementary, and 

Assistant Superintendent Mary Lou Bissett.

Welcome new staff 
The Chehalis School District welcomed several new certificated  

staff members to the district. Pictured, left to right, front row:  

Jennifer Davis, Maggie Hubbert, Jamie Niemi,  

Kristi Margeson, Steve Creel, Sarah Joslin, Jeremy Kaufman, 

Ali Burchill. Back row: Cary Ericson, Joshua Petersen, Dan Hill, 

Jason Aldrich, Max Mendez, Katie Haubrick, Stephanie Fouts.


