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LEARNERS TODAY. LEADERS TOMORROW.

A MESSAGE FROM 
Superintendent Rothlin

Dear Chehalis Patrons,

Chehalis School District has long benefitted 
from the amazing generosity of patrons, 
many of whom are Chehalis graduates. Our 
community’s belief in the importance of public 

education and supporting local schools is longstanding. Our district 
has received generous monetary and in-kind donations over the years, 
allowing us to do what we do best, help guide today’s learners to 
become tomorrow’s leaders.

You may have heard about the latest act of generosity that will 
benefit Chehalis students and families for many, many years to come. 
In an extraordinary act of benevolence, the Shaw Family, who has 
lived in the Chehalis for many years, has  gifted the Chehalis School 
District with a 43-acre parcel of land adjacent to Chehalis Middle 
School. This property was recently appraised at a market value of 
$1.9 million and is an amazing gift to the students and families in 
Chehalis School District. (Read more about the property on the back 
page). The acquisition of the Shaw property brings an opportunity for 
our community to address school facilities needs in a way that was 
not previously possible.

As you know, we have been concerned about the condition of 
our facilities for some time...and with good reason! Cascade School 
is 92 years old and R.E. Bennett is 86 years old. The average life of a 
public school in our state is 42 years. These facilities have served us 
well beyond their life expectancies because they were well built and 
our maintenance staff has done a tremendous job of keeping them 
in good working order over the years. But there comes a time when 
it is a better decision financially to construct a new facility than to 
try to upgrade an outdated one. In fact, the cost to bring Cascade 
and Bennett up to date for safety and technology is estimated to be 
greater than the cost of constructing a new facility.

 With this in mind, the Board is considering a plan that would 
replace both aging schools with one new elementary school for 
grades three through five and expand Olympic Elementary. The Shaw 
donation, coupled with low interest rates and construction costs, as 
well as an opportunity to qualify for state matching funds, presents 
the perfect opportunity to address facility needs.

Our Board will hold a public meeting to further discuss this issue on 
Tuesday, December 2, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the W.F. West Library. I 
hope you will join us and take part in planning the future of Chehalis 
Schools. TOGETHER WE MAKE CHEHALIS A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, 
LEARN and WORK.

Sincerely,

Ed Rothlin, Superintendent

Chehalis School District
considering new elementary school

Join us for a Community Meeting
December 2 (more info on back page)

District makes Math a priority
Last year, the Chehalis School District began a focus on middle 

school Math to help all middle school students improve in Math and to 
increase the number of students accessing higher level Math (Algebra) 
in the 8th grade.

Highlights of this effort include:

•	 Math tutors are available for students who need help.

•	 A Math curriculum expert helps teachers and students by aligning 
and improving Math instruction.

•	 The number of middle school students taking Algebra increased 
last year from 50 to 67 and year-end test scores increased 
significantly. This fall, 72 students are taking Algebra.

•	 The first Summer Math Academy was a tremendous success last 
July and August. An average of 100 students participated each 
week during the six-week program.

Approximately 100 middle school 
students per week participated in the 
six-week Summer Math Academy 
which included classroom instruction 
followed by a field trip that allowed 
students to use their classroom 
learning in a practical situation.



Last year, Chehalis School District launched 
its Student Achievement Initiative, with the 
goal of providing an educational program 
that prepares students for careers and/
or college, beginning in kindergarten and 
continuing through 12th grade. A part of 
this initiative includes work to dramatically 
increase the number of students from lower 
income families registering for the College 
Bound Scholarship, a program that promises 
college tuition for eligible students. Thanks 
to a tremendous effort from middle school 
staff and parents, we can report that 100% 
of last year’s qualified 7th grade students 
registered! This is just one example of how 
the district is working to prepare students for 
success after high school.

In addition, district staff implemented strategies to improve instructional practices 
and then modernize those practices through the use of technology. Staff have been 
participating in Learning Walks, where they watch live instruction in our district and 
neighboring districts as a tool to improve instruction. A technology specialist assists 
teachers with enhancing instruction by integrating technology into everyday teaching 
and learning. Apply at www.collegebound.wa.gov.
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Efforts to improve student 
achievement are in full swing

Earlier this fall, I had the pleasure of 
addressing the National Honor Society 
members of W.F. West High School, their 
parents, grandparents, siblings and school 
patrons. The program was marked by their 
annual induction ceremony, and it was 
seamlessly coordinated by co-advisors, Ms. 
Sue Ardington, Ms. Allison Geeslin and 
ASB President Courtney Teshera.  Pianist 
Matthew Durham, accompanying the duo 
of Olivia Gray and Kyla Richards who sang 
Homeward Bound, provided a beautiful 
musical interlude.  Principal Bob Walters 
helped in the emceeing of the observance.

Ms. Teshera read the names of both 

current members and new inductees, 
who then received pins from fellow NHS 
colleagues, ultimately involving more than 
one hundred students.

While scholarship is a key component of 
membership, the commitment to service 
is equally important. Every one of these 
young people is involved in some kind of 
volunteerism in addition to their rigorous 
academic coursework. It was a privilege to 
be asked to address this assemblage, and 
speaking for the Chehalis School Board, we 
are proud to be associated with individuals 
so dedicated to giving back, and paying it 
forward. Congratulations to all!

Summer STEM program 
inspires students

The Chehalis School District continues its focus on 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
instruction to prepare our students for careers in these 
high-demand fields. Last summer, the district held its 
second annual weeklong Summer STEM Camp where 
80 high school students participated in higher level 
STEM activities.

National Honor Society officers inducted
A letter from Colleen State, School Board President

Veterans’ Day assemblies are always a respectful tribute to our 
veterans and a nice way to honor the men and women in the 
armed services each year. Pictured are Cascade students.

New CNC machine at 
W.F. West High School

Thanks to Innerspace Systems 
for the generous donation of 
a CNC machine for W.F. West 

High School. 



 C H E H A L I S  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  |  T H E  L E A R N I N G  N E T W O R K  |   F A L L  2 0 1 4

WELCOME NEW STAFF
CASCADE 
ELEMENTARY: Kiersten 
Abbott (1st grade), Tori 
DeBartolo (K), Jennifer 
Chrisman (1st grade), 
Helen Merly (K), and 
Chelsea Enbody (1st 
grade)

R.E. BENNETT ELEMENTARY:
Lori Romines (2nd grade).

OLYMPIC ELEMENTARY: Erika Jeans (5th grade), 
Corrine Jahnsen (4th grade), Lauren Hays (Music 
Specialist), and Amy DeBolt (5th grade).

CHEHALIS MIDDLE SCHOOL: BACK ROW: Rick Goble 
(Assistant Principal), Kyle State (Counselor), and Alicia Hill 
(Counselor). FRONT ROW: Bryan Bullock (Math), Emily Haynes 
(Special Ed), Stephanie Grady (Lang Arts), and Rachel Sawyer 
(Lang Arts).

GREEN HILL ACADEMIC SCHOOL: 
Jim Jahnsen (Special Ed), Jason Jaeger 
(Auto)

STUDENT SUPPORT 
COOPERATIVE: Ushole 
Monjok, (School 
Psychologist)

Thank you to our 25-year teachers, Rick Gilham (4th grade, 
Olympic Elementary School) and Laura Lofgren (PE, Chehalis 
Middle School). Pictured with Assistant Superintendent Mary Lou 
Bissett and Superintendent Ed Rothlin.

25 YEAR AWARDS

W.F. WEST HIGH SCHOOL: 
Cassie Minor (Family 
Consumer Science)

LEWIS COUNTY 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOL: Cathy 
Hallenbeck (Teacher)

R. E. Bennett Elementary students spend time enjoying non-
fiction literature as part of the school’s curriculum which is 
aligned with state learning goals.

R.E. BENNETT ELEMENTARY: 
Lynn Panther (Teacher on 
Special Assignment)
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Chehalis School District
Board Members

District 1: Dr. Brian Roberts
District 2: Brennan Bailey
District 3: Vicki Daniels
District 4: Colleen State
District 5: Joe Clark
Superintendent: Ed Rothlin 

Habla Espanol? 
El distrito escolar de Chehalis ofrece 
servicios de traducción al Espanol a 
nuestros padres y familias. Por favor 
comuniquese con Emma Reynolds al 

360-807-7215, o al correo electrónico a 
ereynolds@chehalis.k12.wa.us

NONDISCRIMINATION: The Chehalis School District is an equal opportunity education system and employer. Such equal opportunity shall be provided without discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, national origin, 
age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, marital status, or qualified individuals with disabilities including the presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to designated youth groups.
The Board designated staff member who serves as affirmative action/Title IX Compliance officer is Mary Lou Bissett, Assistant Superintendent, (360) 807-7200.

Shaw Family donates property to Chehalis School District

The family of long-time Chehalis leader Gail 
Shaw has gifted a 43-acre property to the 
Chehalis School District. The property, recently 
valued at $1.9 million, is adjacent to Chehalis 
Middle School and Olympic Elementary School.

“Our dad’s vision was that this property would 
be the perfect location for the new school that 
is needed to replace Cascade School,” said 
Catherine Shaw, Gail’s daughter. “He saw that 
the property will allow for the creation of a 
campus with Olympic Elementary and Chehalis 

Middle School all being adjacent. My dad 
understood and our entire family knows that this 
property is one-of-a-kind and the very highest 
benefit to the community would be as school 
property.”

The School Board is considering placing 
a $35.9 million bond measure on the ballot 
next year to construct a new school to replace 
Cascade and R.E. Bennett and add a new wing at 
Olympic Elementary.

Join Us for a Community Facilities Planning Meeting
Tuesday, December 2, 2014

5:30-6:30 p.m. in the W.F. West High School Library. 

The property adjacent to two Chehalis Schools has been 
donated to the district for future use


